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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Original  plans and construction:  On f i l e  a t  t h e  Plans Desk a t  t h e  Building 
Department, Municipal Building, New York, i s  t h e  o r ig ina l  "Detailed Statement 
of Speci f ica t ions  f o r  New Buildingstq f o r  t h e  Dakota. The appl ica t ion,  No. 829, 
was submitted on September 29, 1880, and approved on October 19, 1880. The 
following information i s  abs t rac ted  from t h a t  statement. The depth o f  t h e  
foundation walls  from curb l eve l  was t o  be "from 1.0 t o  18 f e e t w ;  t h e  foundation 
was t o  be l a i d  "on s o l i d  rock,tt  and the  foundation walls  were t o  be "From 
3 t o  4 f e e t w  th ick ,  constructed of "Blue s tone  l a i d  i n  cement mortar.'t A l l  
f l o o r s  were "to have r o l l e d  beams from 6 t o  1 2  ins .  deep," and "Beams on a l l  
f loors  [were] t o  be from 3 t o  4 f e e t  apart." The f l o o r s  were t o  be "arched 
i n  br ick  o r  t e r r a  cot ta ."  The h a l l  p a r t i t i o n s  were t o  be of "f ireproof blocks. 
A l l  o the r  p a r t i t i o n s  e i t h e r  o r  br ick  o r  f i reproof  blocks." The thickness of 
t h e  e x t e r i o r  walls  of t h e  f i r s t  s t o r y  was t o  be "24 t o  28 inchest t ;  second 
through four th  s t o r i e s ,  "20 t o  24 inchest t ;  f i f t h  and s i x t h  s t o r i e s ,  "16 t o  20 
inches"; above s i x t h  s to ry ,  "12 t o  16 inches." The s t a i r c a s e s  were t o  be 
f i r eproof :  '!Main s t a i r c a s e s  of  i ron ,  marble treads--Servantsf  s t a i r s  of  iron." 
The seven e levators  were t o  be '!all  enclosed i n  brick." The bui ld ing was t o  
be occupied a s  a "Family Hotel. S u i t s  [ s i c ]  of  Apartments f o r  four ty  [ s i c ]  two - - 
f a p i l i e s  besides Jani tors"  with "Six famil ies  on each f l o o r  a p a r t  of building 
on 1st f l o o r  8 basement t o  be used a s  a publ ic  Restaurant--Janitors  famil ies  
i n  basement." The cos t  of construction was estimated t o  be "about $lOOOOOO.OOtt 

The New York Daily Graphic described t h e  Dakota i n  d e t a i l :  

The building i s  of t h e  Renaissance s t y l e  of a rch i t ec tu re ,  b u i l t  of  buff br ick ,  
with carved Nova Scot ia  f rees tone trimmings and t e r r a  c o t t a  ornamentation. 
Although the re  i s  a profusion of ornament i n  t h e  shape of  bay and octagon windows, 
niches, balconies,  and balustrades,  with spandrels and panels i n  beau t i fu l  
t e r r a  cotta.work and heavy carved cornices,  the  s i z e  and massive construction 
o f  t h e  e d i f i c e  prevent any appearnace of  super f lu i ty .  The building is  about 
200 f e e t  square and 1 0  s t o r i e s  high, t h e  upper two s t o r i e s  being i n  t h e  handsome 
mansard roof which, with i t s  peaks and gables, surrounded by ornate  copper work 
c res t ing  and f i n i a l s ,  and re l ieved by dormer '~nd o r i e l  wj.ndows, g i~ces  the  e n t i r e  
s t r u c t u r e  an a i r  of l igh tness  and elegance. The construction a s  of  t h e  most massive 
character ,  and t h e  aim of t h e  owners has been t o  produce a bui ld ing monumental 
i n  s o l i d i t y  and pe r fec t ly  f i r eproof .  The br ick  and mason work i s  of unusual 
weight, the  walls  being i n  some places four  f e e t  th ick ,  and t h e  p a r t i t i o n s  and 
f loor ing have i ron  beams and framing, f i l l e d  i n  with concrete and f i reproof  mater ia l .  

On the  Seventy-third-street  s i d e  t h e r e  i s  a handsome doorway, and on t h e  Seventy- 
second-street  f r o n t  a f i n e  arched ca r r i age  entrance, with groined roof and 
elegant  s tone carving. Both entrances lead i n t o  t h e  inner  cour t ,  from which four  
separa te  passages af ford  access t o  the  i n t e r i o r  of t h e  building.  From the  
ground f l o o r  four f i n e  bronze s t a i r c a s e s ,  t h e  metal work b e a u t i f u l l y  wrought and 
t h e  wal ls  wainscoted i n  r a r e  marbles and choice hard woods, and four  luxuriously 
f i t t e d  e levators ,  of  the  l a t e s t  and s a f e s t  construction,  af ford  means of reaching 
the  upper f loors .  The l a d i e s '  s i t t i n g  room adjoining t h e  staircase i n  t h e  south- 
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One of the  e e r l i e s t  large sczle zpartment houses, t h e  i)el::ota hirs changed l i t t l e  
s ince  i t s  coizstructio:~ i n  1883-1834.. The a r c h i t e c t ,  i&22ry KrrJenbergh was a l s o  
the  a r c h i t e c t  of t h e  Copley Plaza Hotel i n  Boston 8n6 t h e  'Eizldorf-Astoria and 
t h e  Plaza i n  New York. I t  was once known a s  "Clark's Folly" because Edward S. 
Clark, h e i r  t o  the  Singer Sewing Machine for tune  b u i l t  i t .  

'?In t h e  1880s increasing numbers o f  New Yorkers discovered t h a t  
apartment houses, with e levators ,  cen t ra l  heating,  e f f i c i e n t  
plumbing, and e l e c t r i c i t y ,  eased many of t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  of urban 
l i f e .  Even the  very r i c h ,  who could af ford  t o  own mansions, 
overcame t h e i r  fashionable prejudices and began t o  f ind  r e n t a l  
accommodations acceptable. The New York paradigm f o r  people a t  
the  top  of t h e  soc ia l  and economic totem pole was t y p i f i e d  by 
t h e  Dakota Apartments, so  named because the  neighborhood i n  
which t h e  s t r u c t u r e  was ra ised--a t  Central Park West, between 
Seventy-Second and Seventy-Third Streets--was thought t o  be 
a s  rem0t.e from t h e  hear t  of Manhattan a s  t h e  Dakota Ter r i to ry .  
Designed i n  t h e  manner of t h e  German Renaissance by Henry Janeway 
Hardenbergh, t h i s  communal palace,  with i t s  profusion of  peaked 
roofs ,  chimneys, dormers, and sculptured ornament, was t h e  f i r s t  
of t h e  great  super-block buildings with a cen t ra l  d r ive - in  
courtyard. Here, t h e  conveniences of a p r i v a t e  residence were 
combined, i n  mult iple,  with t h e  services  of a luxury ho te l .  
Individual s u i t e s  were ca re fu l ly  l a i d  out t o  provide a maximum 
of privacy and l i g h t ,  and, a s  t h e  above plan ind ica tes ,  t h e  
l a t e s t  of  modern f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  everyone but t h e  servants ,  whose 
own comparatively cramped quar te r s  lacked bathtubs. "l 

The New York Daily Graphic on Wednesday, September 10, 1884, noted 

Probably not one s t ranger  out of  f i f t y  who r i d e  over t h e  
elevated roads o r  on e i t h e r  of t h e  r i v e r s  does not  ask t h e  
name of t h e  s t a t e l y  building which stands west of Central Park, 
between Seventy-second and Seventy-third s t r e e t s .  I f  t h e r e  i s  
such a person t h e  chances a r e  t h a t  he i s  bl ind o r  nearsighted.  
The name of t h e  building i s  t h e  Dakota Apartment House, and it 
i s  t h e  l a r g e s t ,  most subs tan t i a l ,  and most conveniently arranged 
apartment house of t h e  s o r t  i n  t h i s  country. I t  stands on 
t h e  c r e s t  of  t h e  West Side Plateau,  on t h e  highest  por t ion  of 

'~rnerican Heritage History of Notable American Houses. p. 291, American Heritage 
Publishing CO.,  1971 4r 
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e a s t  corner ,  w i l l  be decorated by t h e  Misses Greatorex, a  guarantee t h a t  t h e  
work upon it w i l l  be a r t i s t i c  and unconventional.  There a r e  fou r  i r o n  s t a i r c a s e s  
and fou r  e l e v a t o r s  inc losed  i n  massive b r i ck  wal l s  and extending from t h e  c e l l a r  
t o  t h e  k i tchens  and se rvan t s '  q u a r t e r s  i n  t h e  upper s t o r i e s ,  s epa ra t e  from t h e  
r e s t  o f  t h e  house, which can be used f o r  domestic purposes, car ry ing  f u r n i t u r e ,  
merchandise, Gc. There a r e  e l e c t r i c  b e l l s  t o  each e l eva to r ,  and a  complete 
system of  e l e c t r i c  communication throughout t h e  house. 

The bu i ld ing  i s  i n  fou r  g r e a t  d i v i s i o n s ,  which i n c l o s e  a  courtyard a s  l a r g e  a s  
h a l f  a  dozen ord inary  bui ld ings .  This  g ives  every room i n  t h e  house l i g h t ,  
sunshine, and v e n t i l a t i o n .  Under t h i s  courtyard i s  t h e  basement, i n t o  which 
lead  broad ent rances  f o r  t h e  use  o f  tradesmen's teams. Here a r e  s i t u a t e d  t h e  
most i n t e r e s t i n g  po r t ions  of t h e  bui ld ing ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  t h e  most novel ones. The 
f l o o r  i s  o f  asphaltum, a s  dry and hard a s  rock. This  basement, a l s o ,  has a  
courtyard a s  l a r g e  a s  t h e  one above, and l i g h t e d  by two huge l a t t i c e d  manholes, 
which look l i k e  a  couple o f  green f lower beds i n  t h e  s tone  f l o o r i n g .  Off of  
t h i s  yard a r e  t h e  storerooms o f  t h e  house, i n  which t h e  management w i l l  s t o r e  
t h e  f u r n i t u r e  and t runks  of  t h e  t enan t s  f r e e  of charge. A p o r t e r  i s  assigned 
t o  t h i s  duty alone.  The rooms a r e  a l l  marble f loored ,  l i g h t e d  and heated,  
and a c c e s s i b l e  a t  a l l  hours o f  t h e  day o r  n i g h t .  The rooms of  t h e  se rvan t s  a r e  
a l s o  on t h i s  f l o o r .  These c o n s i s t  of  s epa ra t e  d in ing  and t o i l e t  rooms f o r  t h e  
male and female se rvan t s  and a  male reading and smoking room. These a r e  not  f o r  
t h e  personal  s e rvan t s  of  t h e  t enan t s  o f  t h e  bui ld ing  who p r e f e r  it on t h e  t a b l e  
d ' h o t e  plan.  Opening from t h e  lower cour t ,  and extending under t h e  open ground 
i n  t h e  r e a r  of  t h e  bui ld ing ,  a  l a r g e  v a u l t ,  150 f e e t  long 60 f e e t  wide, and 18 
f e e t  deep, is  now being excavated. When f in i shed  it w i l l  conta in  t h e  steam 
b o i l e r s ,  steam engines, Ec., f o r  h o i s t i n g ,  pumping, Gc., and t h e  dynamos f o r  
supplying e l e c t r i c  i l l umina t ion  i n  t h e  Dakota and adjo in ing  27 houses. The 
v a u l t  w i l l  be roofed with i r o n  beams and b r i ck  f i l l i n g  arches  and made f l u s h  
with t h e  land i n  the  r e a r  of  t h e  bui ld ing ,  225 f e e t  deep, which w i l l  be l a i d  out  
a s  a  garden. The b o i l e r s ,  with t h e  furnaces ,  machinery, Ec., w i l l  t h u s  be 
loca ted  ou t s ide  t h e  wa l l s  of  t h e  bui ld ing  s a f e l y  remote. 

The f i r s t  f l o o r  conta ins  t h e  d in ing  rooms, which a r e  f i n i s h e d  i n  a  p e r f e c t  manner. 
I n  t h i s  case  t h e s e  words r e a l l y  mean something. The f l o o r s  a r e  of  marble and 
i n l a i d .  The base of  t h e  wal l s  i s  o f  English quar te red  oak, carved by hand. The 
upper po r t ions  a r e  f i n i s h e d  i n  bronze b a s - r e l i e f  work, and t h e  c e i l i n g s  a r e  a l s o  
quar te red  oak, b e a u t i f u l l y  carved. The e f f e c t  i s  t h a t  of  an o l d  English 
baronia l  h a l l ,  with t h e  dingy massiveness br ightened and freshened without l o s ing  
any of  i t s  r ichness .  The e f f e c t  i s  heightened by a  l a r g e  Scotch brownstone 
engraved f i r e p l a c e ,  which ornaments t h e  c e n t r e  of  t h e  room. The bus iness  o f f i c e  
has o r a l  communication with every po r t ion  of t h e  house, and t h e  wants o f  t h e  
t enan t s  can be a t tended t o  a s  quickly  a s  can be done by human ingenui ty  and a  
p e r f e c t l y  arranged se rv ice .  
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I n  add i t ion  t o  t h e  fou r  main s t a i r c a s e s  mentioned before ,  which a r e  f in i shed  i n  
bronze and marble, t h e r e  a r e  fou r  i r o n  s t a i r c a s e s  f o r  s e rvan t s ,  f o u r  passenger 
e l eva to r s ,  and f o u r  s e r v a n t s f  e l eva to r s .  

The Dakota w i l l  be d iv ided  i n t o  about 65 d i f f e r e n t  s u i t e s  of  apartments,  each 
conta in ing  from four  t o  twenty sepa ra t e  rooms, so t h a t  accommodations can be 
furnished e i t h e r  f o r  bachelors  o r  f o r  l a r g e  f ami l i e s .  There i s  an a i r  of 
grandeur and elegance no t  only about t h e  h a l l s  and s ta i rways  but  a l s o  about 
t h e  sepa ra t e  apartments t h a t  cannot probably be found i n  any o t h e r  house of 
t h i s  kind i n  t h e  country. The p a r l o r s  i n  some ins tances  a r e  25 by 40 f e e t ,  
with o t h e r  rooms i n  propor t ion ,  and t h e r e  a r e  i n  many cases  p r i v a t e  h a l l s  t o  
t h e  s u i t e s ,  furnished with f i n e  bronze mantels,  t i l e d  hea r ths ,  and ornamental 
open f i r e p l a c e s .  The p a r l o r s ,  l i b r a r i e s ,  r ecep t ion  and d in ing  rooms a r e  a l l  
cabine t  trimmed, paneled, and wainscoted i n  mahogany, oak, and o t h e r  a t t r a c t i v e  
and durable  woods, and a r e  furn ished  with carved b u f f e t s  and mantels,  mir rors ,  
t i l e d  hea r ths  and open g r a t e  f i r e p l a c e s ,  and parqueted f l o o r s .  The k i tchens  
a r e  spacious,  and provided wi th  ranges,  with v e n t i l a t i n g  hoods, a l l  with 
Minton t i l e d  f ac ing  and marble wainscoting. There a r e  po rce la in  washtubs, 
l a r g e  storerooms and c l o s e t s ,  and b u t l e r s '  p a n t r i e s ,  equipped i n  t h e  most 
complete manner, and each s u i t e  has i t s  p r i v a t e  bathrooms and c l o s e t s ,  f i t t e d  
with t h e  most approved s c i e n t i f i c  s a n i t a r y  appl iances .  

The plumbing and hygienic arrangements a r e  f u l l y  equal t o  anything i n  t h i s  
country. On t h e  top  s t o r y  a r e  s i x  tanks ,  holding 5,000 ga l lons  of  water each, 
and supplied by steam pumps having a  d a i l y  capaci ty  o f  2,000,000 ga l lons ,  and 
about 200 miles  o f  p ipe  have been used i n  e f f e c t i n g  i t s  c i r c u l a t i o n .  Not only 
i n  t h e  s a n i t a r y  appl iances ,  but  i n  every o t h e r  department, t h e r e  i s  a  
completeness t h a t  is su rp r i s ing .  The precaut ions  taken t o  secure  proper  
v e n t i l a t i o n  and a pure atmosphere, t o  in su re  s a f e t y  t o  occupants i n  cases of  
f i r e  o r  panic,  and t o  ex t inguish  f i r e  a r e  p e r f e c t .  When opened t h e  comfort 
and convenience o f  t h e  gues ts  w i l l  be  f u r t h e r  insured by t h e  accommodations 
o f  t h e  d in ing  rooms, laundry, and ba rbe r ' s  shop, run on t h e  most improved p lan ,  

I 

i n  connection with t h e  bui ld ing .  I t  is t h e  pe r fec t ion  of  t h e  apartment s t y l e  
o f  l i v i n g ,  and guarantees t o  t h e  t enan t s  comforts which would r e q u i r e  unl imited 
wealth t o  procure i n  a  p r i v a t e  res idence .  The wises t  precaut ions  have been 

I 
taken t o  in su re  freedom from t h e  ord inary  ca res  of  t h e  household t o  t h e  f o r t u n a t e  
t enan t s .  For ins tance ,  t h e  coa l  and k indl ing  wood a r e  purchased by t h e  manager 
i n  l a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s  and so ld  t o  t h e  t enan t s ,  who t a k e  i n  exchange f o r  t h e i r  
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money t i c k e t s  which a r e  presented a t  t h e  o f f i c e ,  and t h e  f u e l  i s  c a r r i e d  t o  t h e i r  
rooms i n  convenient q u a n t i t i e s ,  thereby saving t h e  u s e r  from any of  t h e  
necessary t roub les  i n  buying and s to rage .  This  may seem l i k e  a  small mat te r ,  
bu t  it i s  only one of  t h e  hundred p l ans  taken by t h e  owners t o  secure  t h e  
comfort o f  t h e  t enan t s .  

I t  i s  almost needless  t o  s t a t e  t h a t  t h e  bu i ld ing  i s  a s  nea r ly  f i r ep roof  a s  any 
which can be erec ted .  There a r e  continuous passageways extending through t h e  
fou r  d i v i s i o n s  on t h e  roof ;  n i n t h ,  e ighth ,  and f i r s t  s t o r i e s .  On t h e  t e n t h  
f l o o r  t h e r e  i s  provis ion  f o r  a p lay  room and gymnasium f o r  t h e  ch i ld ren ,  well  
l i gh ted  and v e n t i l a t e d  and commanding a grand view of t h e  c i t y  and surroundings, 
while  on t h e  n i n t h  f l o o r  t h e r e  w i l l  be e x t r a  s e r v a n t s t  rooms, p r i v a t e  l aundr i e s  
and d r ~ i n g  rooms, dormi tor ies  f o r  t r a n s i e n t  male and female se rvan t s  and 
a t t a c h e s  o f  t h e  bui ld ing ,  and l a v a t o r i e s ,  t o i l e t  rooms, and bathrooms f o r  t h e i r  
use.  

The work on both t h e  Dakota and t h e  neighboring apartment house and p r i v a t e  
dwell ings owned by t h e  e s t a t e  has been done not  only i n  t h e  most c a r e f u l  manner, 
but  with a  view t o  permanence and convenience, and t o  symmetry a s  well  a s  beauty 
o f  appearance. The g r e a t e s t  s k i l l  and experience and t h e  b e s t  ma te r i a l s  l a r g e  
means could command have been employed, and t h e  manner i n  which t h e  work i n  
each department has been done r e f l e c t s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  c r e d i t  on those  en t rus ted  
with i t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  upon t h e  a r c h i t e c t ,  M r .  H. J .  Hardenbergh, who has super- 
v ised  t h e  work from i t s  commencement t o  i t s  now r a p i d l y  approaching completion. 

Both t h e  Dakota, t h e  p r i v a t e  res idences ,  and t h e  smal le r  apartment house a r e  
now ready f o r  occupation, and we need hard ly  comment on t h e  p e c u l i a r  a t t r a c t i o n s  
they w i l l  possess  f o r  t hose  who have experienced a d e s i r e  f o r  an e l i g i b l e  
res idence  on t h e  west s i d e .  The n a t u r a l  and a r t i f i c i a l  a t t r i b u t e s  of t h e  
p o s i t i o n  a r e  a l l  i n  favor  o f  t h e  bui ld ings ,  which f o r  comfort, ample space, 
s a l u b r i t y ,  convenience, and a c c e s s i b i l i t y  cannot be exce l led ,  and a  g lace  a t  
our  desc r ip t ion  w i l l  s u f f i c e  t o  show t h a t  everything s k i l l  could fu rn i sh ,  
ingenui ty  and experience suggest has been supplied.  The managers o f  t h e  Clark 
e s t a t e ,  t h e  owners o f  t h e  proper ty ,  a r e  well  known f o r  t h e i r  f a i r n e s s  and 
l i b e r a l i t y  t o  t enan t s ,  and every c a r e  w i l l  be taken t o  in su re  comfort and well-  
being. The r e n t s  a r e  moderate when compared with t h e  accommodations furn ished ,  
and those  d e s i r i n g  t o  secure  e i t h e r  dwell ings o r  apartments can examine p l ans ,  
Gc., and make arrangements a t  t h e  o f f i c e  of  t h e  e s t a t e ,  a t  No. 25 West Twenty- 
t h i r d - s t r e e t ,  New York. 
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There have been a few a l t e r a t i o n s - - t h e  o r i g i n a l  gardens and t e n n i s  c o u r t s  a r e  
gone and some apartment i n t e r i o r s  have been modified. 

PARLOR 
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Above: the well-thought-olct itlterior p l ~ n  of three nt-ljoining apartnlellts 
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land i n  t h e  c i t y ,  and overlooks t h e  e n t i r e  i s l a n d  and t h e  
surrounding country. From t h e  e a s t  one has a  b i rd ' s - eye  
view of  Central  Park. The r e s e r v o i r  c a s t l e  and t h e  
p ic turesque  lake ,  t h e  museums, and t h e  mall a r e  a l l  shown 
a t  a  glance. From t h i s  poin t  a l s o  can be seen Long I s l and  
Sound i n  t h e  d i s t ance ,  and t h e  h i l l s  o f  Brooklyn. From t h e  
nor th  one looks down on High Bridge and t h e  t a l l  r e s e r v o i r  
tower, which looks a s  s lender  as a  needle.  From t h e  west 
can be seen t h e  Pa l i sades ,  t h e  Orange Mountains, and t h e  
broad Hudson, which narrows i n t o  a  s i l v e r  thread  a s  t h e  
double row o f  h i l l s  c l o s e  toge the r  f a r  away i n  t h e  d i s t ance .  
Looking south one sees  t h e  t a l l  towers of  t h e  Brooklyn Bridge, 
Governor's I s l and ,  and f a r  beyond t h e  green h i l l s  of S t a t e n  
Is land  and t h e  b lue  waters of  t h e  Lower Bay. Every prominent 
landmark i n  t h e  landscape can be discerned from t h i s  l oca t ion ,  
and t h e  g r e a t  bui ld ings  o f  t h e  lower c i t y  a r e  a s  prominently marked 
as i f  t h e  s i g h t s e e r  were f l o a t i n g  over  t h e  i s land i n  a 
bal loon.  A t  t h i s  e l eva t ion  every breeze which moves across  
Manhattan f romany  d i r e c t i o n  i s  f e l t .  This  i s  a f e a t u r e  which 
needs no emphasis t o  make a t t r a c t i v e  such s t i f l i n g  days a s  these .  
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Photographs and Their  Descript ions 

Location: Dakota Apartments, New York, New York 

Photo c r e d i t :  Museum o f  t h e  C i ty  o f  New York, and HABS 

Photo desc r ip t ion :  1. Facade - o ld  photo 

2 .  Facade 

3 .  Deta i l  of door 

4.  Stairway i n  first  f l o o r  pub l i c  h a l l  

5 .  I n t e r i o r  d e t a i l s :  column, g l a s s  i n s e r t  on 
laminated s l i d i n g  door,  p l a s t e r  c e i l i n g  d e t a i l  


